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gentlewomen Jerome gradually develops from
infancy to boyhood in a sheltered ain, His only
diversion is an occasional visit to his cousins, the
Bucolins, who inhabit a large house, set in a great
tumultuous garden, close by at Fougueusemare.
The Bucolins are Protestants also, and worship at
the Havre "temple," but their religion is not so
sombre as that of Jerome's household, and in their
life there are exceptional circumstances. Uncle
Bucolin is an active man, engaged in business, and
Aunt Bucolin is more exceptional still, for she is a
Creole from Martinique, and she lies in bed half the
day, and in a hammock the other half. The char-
acter of Aunt Bucolin has always been felt to be
hostile to the heavenly calling, and as the years go
by she becomes more reckless* The Bucolins have
three children, the eldest of whom, Alissa, is two years
older than Jerome ; Juliette and Robert are younger.
J6rome cannot recollect a time when a kind of
vague and seraphic attraction has not projected
itself on his juvenile spirit from the presence and
voice of his cousin, Alissa. She has developed, and
is still developing, a delicate virginal beauty, of the
Tuscan order. To the boy's innocent pedantry her
p'ale oval face, and eyebrows tenderly arched, recall
the vision of Beatrice. There is, however, no
realisation of the nature of this feeling on his part
until, one day, a singular set of circumstances com-
bine to give it voice. In the unsuspecting absences
of Uncle Bucolin on business, in the innocence of
her two younger children, the Creole aunt finds her